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Do you have Boneseed on your property?

Finally, at long last, the Spring equinox has passed which means surely the gods of rain will turn the tap down to a trickle and
let Spring arrive. Hopefully La Niiia will find WA too far to travel to and we will get to enjoy some lasting sunshine. We have
rustling in the gutters with Racehorse Lizards basking, and sending rats scurrying. No doubt there will be a few of the snakey
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Darlington Resident Kathryn Batchelor contacted us recently
to spread the word about Boneseed. She has asked that each
of us takes a good look around our gardens and verges, and to
remain vigilant when we are out and about. With community
help surely it can be eradicated.

Boneseed is a major weed of natural bushlands in eastern
Australia and has been found in a number of locations in the
Perth hills and wheatbelt towns. Spread by birds, boneseed can
outcompete native vegetation and lead to dominant stands. In
eastern Australia it has been shown to restrict the ability of Koalas
to move between trees. It is a Weed of National Significance, and
has been found in several residential properties in Darlington;

things hiding under some rocks too, but | for one will not go looking. | will however be hunting for Boneseed!

along Ryecroft, Leithdale and Hillcrest Roads. It has also been
found in the creek line near the intersection of Camden and
Pitterson Road. A population was in Greenmount National
Park too.

Boneseed is a declared pest plant in Western Australia and is
subject to eradication. It’s not known how it arrived here but
was probably once sold in nurseries before the 1980s. Several
years of management and surveillance have been applied since
2006, and by 2022, only occasional plants are found at most
sites. Seed longevity is greater than 10 years.

One of the challenges with surveillance for this plant is getting
access to inspect private properties. Last year, a large plant was
found in the rear garden of a house on Ryecroft. There are very
likely to be more plants in the area, particularly in overgrown
rear gardens. The mature plants have a yellow daisy like flower,
and the undersides of the young leaves near shoot tips have
what looks like cobweb fluff which is more obvious when the
leaves are rubbed. Each mature plant produces thousands of
berry like seeds, that start green and mature to black.

If eradication of boneseed from Darlington is to succeed, private
landholders need to be more familiar with the vegetation
on their properties. If you think you have boneseed, you can
send an image via the Department of Primary Industries and
Development MyPestGuide app, or contact me with an image
at Kathryn.batchelor@csiro.au. If it is found to be boneseed,
its removal will be arranged with the relevant authority. Note
there is no cost for removal, or penalty for a landholder that has
boneseed on their property. For more information see https://
www.agric.wa.gov.au/declared-plants/boneseed-declared-pest
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